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Who we are: 
County of Renfrew Child Care Services provide 
funding for Special Needs Resourcing Services and 
Fee Subsidy which are available to children who live in 
Renfrew County and are enrolled in licensed childcare  
facilities. 
 
What we do: 
Fee subsidy is full or partial payment of licensed child 
care fees according to the income of a 
caregiver/parent.  
 
Special Needs Resourcing supports children who have 
a diagnosed cognitive, physical or behavioural concern 
that limits their ability to partake in activities related to 
normal living.  
 
Special Needs Resourcing Funds provide support for 
enhanced child care staffing, resource materials, 
workshops and direct intervention planning and 
implementation planning in licensed child care centres 
which includes Nursery Schools, Daycares and 
Licensed Family Homes. 

Our Location: 
County of Renfrew Child Care Services 

545 Pembroke Street West 
Pembroke, ON K8A 5P2 

Tel: 613-732-4100 
Toll Free: 1-866-561-7679 

Fax: 613-732-4437 
 

http://www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca/departments/socia
l-services/child-care/ 
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/County-of-Renfrew-Child-Care-Services/259499330824156


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                             

 

 

 

January is a time for fresh starts, which makes it the perfect  

“Get Organized Month” 
 

Research shows that people waste as much as an hour a day, on average, looking for 
things they’ve misplaced. That means that many of us waste as much as 15 days 
every year because of disorganization! That’s crazy! 
 
So go through those drawers, organize that play area, and take back those 15 days! 
 
While you’re going through and organizing your home, it might be a good time to 
purge some of those unused toys, those clothes that don’t fit anymore, or the stack 
of movies that your kids haven’t watched in over a year.   Think about donating 
them to a local Women’s Shelter, a Salvation Army, or a local daycare in your 
community.  It might make the world of difference to a local family.  
 

What you need: 

Tube socks (boys 7-9 work best) 
Polyester Fiberfill 
Large Pom Balls 
Googly Eyes 
Buttons 
Scissors 
Tacky Glue 
Orange Felt 
Red (or any color) felt cut into 1 inch wide strips 
Black Puffy Paint 
1/2 cup of rice per snowman 
Rubber Bands  

What you do: 

1. If you end up with larger socks, trim them down so the stretchy part is separate (this will be used for the 
snowman's hat). 
 
2. Pour 1/2 cup of rice into the bottom of the sock. 
 
3. Fill the sock about 3/4 full of polyester fiberfill (or until you have the desired size snowman). Securely tie 
off the top of the sock with a rubber band. Use a second rubber band to create the head of the snowman. 

4. Tie the red strip of felt around the middle rubber band to form a scarf for your snowman. 

5. Glue buttons down the side for the snowman. 

6. Cut a triangle out of orange felt for the nose and use the googly eyes to make the snowman's face. 

7. If you used a smaller sock, you can just fold the top of the sock over the rubber band to form the hat and 
glue a pom ball to the top. If you used a larger sock. you need to secure one end of the cut portion with a 
rubber band and then fold over the remaining side to form a separate hat. Glue a pom ball to the top of the 
hat. 

8. Put the hat on the top of your snowman and use the puffy paint to create a smile. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

 The	coldest	recorded	temperature	in	Canada	
occurred	in	Snag,	Yukon	Territory,	February	3,	
1947.	Temperature	was	‐63.0	celsius.	

 The	coldest	temperature	ever	recorded	in	the	
world	was	‐128	degrees	celsius,	in	Antartica	in	
1983.	

 10	inches	of	snow	equals	one	inch	of	liquid	
rain.	

 The	largest	snowflake	ever	recorded	was	38cm	
in	diameter,	in	Ft.	Keough,	Montana	in	1887.	

 The	largest	one‐day	snowfall	in	Western	
Canada	was	145.4	cm,	in	Tahtsa	Lake,	B.C.,	in	
February	1999.	

 Sagueny,	Quebec	is	Canada’s	“snowiest”	city.	It	
averages	342	cm	of	snowfall	each	year.	

 Sapporo,	Japan	is	the	worlds	“snowiest”	city.	It	
averages	630	cm	of	snowfall	each	year!	

 In	1971,	Revelstoke,	B.C.	received	2446.5	cm	of	
snow	–	that	equals	over	81	feet!	

 Snow	can	fall	from	clear	skies	when	the	
temperature	is	below	‐10	degrees	celsius.	

 It	can	be	as	warm	as	+5	degrees	celsius	and	still	
snow.	

 Every	snowflake	has	6	sides.	
 Chionophobia	is…	a	fear	of	snow.	
 Mount	Kilimanjaro,	in	Tanzania,	is	the	only	

permanent	snowcap	within	sight	of	the	
equator.	

 Over	80%	of	the	world’s	fresh	water	is	locked	
up	in	snow	or	ice.	

Taken	from:	http://www.fountaintire.com/tires/fun‐
winter‐facts	

Here	are	some	tips	on	dressing	
children	appropriately	for	the	
cold	winter	days:	

 If	your	child’s	feet	and	hands	are	warm,	
what	they	are	wearing	is	usually	good.	If	
your	child	is	dressed	too	warm,	she	could	
sweat	and	feel	colder	when	she	stops	
playing.	

 Dress	your	child	in	layers	of	clothing	that	
can	be	put	on	and	taken	off	easily.	

 Wear	a	hat	because	a	lot	of	body	heat	is	
lost	through	the	head.	

 Keep	ears	covered	at	all	times	to	prevent	
frostbite.	

 Wear	mittens	instead	of	gloves	so	that	
fingers	can	be	bunched	together	for	
warmth.	

 Wear	warm,	waterproof	boots	that	are	
roomy	enough	for	an	extra	pair	of	socks	
and	to	wiggle	toes.	

 Remove	drawstrings	from	clothing	that	
could	catch	on	climbing	or	play	
equipment.	Use	Velcro	or	other	snaps	
instead.	

 Use	a	neck	warmer	instead	of	a	scarf,	and	
mitten	clips	instead	of	a	string	to	prevent	
choking.	

 Remove	wet	clothing	and	boots	
immediately	after	playing.	

 Infants	being	pulled	in	a	sled	need	extra	
bundling.	Because	they	aren't	moving,	
they	can't	generate	body	heat	the	way	a	
playing	child	can.	
	
Taken	from:	http://www.caringforkids.	
cps.ca/handouts/winter_safety	

Sweet	Baked	Snow	Flakes
Take	a	large	flour	tortilla	and	warm	it	in	the	microwave	for	a	few	seconds	to	soften	it	up.	

Take	it	out	and	fold	it	in	half,	then	fold	in	half	again.	
Cut	out	shapes	as	you	would	when	making	a	paper	snowflake.	

Place	on	non	stick	cookie	sheet	and	lightly	brush	with	a	little	melted	butter.		
Bake	in	a	moderately	hot	oven	for	10	minutes,	then	sprinkle	generously	with	powdered	sugar	for	

a	sweet	and	crispy	treat.	
	
You	can	also	sprinkle	with	with	a	mixture	of	1	part	cinnamon		
and	3	parts	brown	sugar	(you	only	need	a	little	when	using	this	topping).		
If	using	this	method,	sprinkle	topping	on	prior	to	baking.		

	
http://www.kidactivities.net/?tag=/winter+kids+recipes	

 



 

 

 

Early Literacy Specialist, County of Renfrew 
http://www.countyofrenfrewelcc.com/  

             Winter Fun Activites  
Tic-Tac-Snow  -Two players go for the championship in this classic game. Use  
crisscrossed sticks and pinecones as game pieces.  
Snow Graffiti  -Give kids spray bottles full of water that's tinted with food colouring to  
decorate the white canvas in your backyard. 
Ice Maker -When the temperature drops below 32 degrees, blow bubbles and watch  
them freeze on the wand. 

For the Birds -Hollow out an orange and fill with seeds to feed your feathered friends. 
Cool Critters -Use bits of nature to embellish animals sculpted from snow. 
Hoop It Up -Grab a few hula hoops, and have a contest to see who can last the longest. It's a 
lot harder when you're all bundled up! 
For the Birds -String cranberries, popcorn, and cereal onto fishing line for a garland to attract 
and nourish your feathered friends. 

Cold Molds -Borrow some pans from the kitchen. Use them to build crystal fairy castles  
or to create cakes for a cold-weather "buffet." 
A Sweet Chalet -Decorate your playhouse with laminated paper snowflakes, pinwheels,  
and a wreath dotted with plastic ponytail holders. 
Ice and Easy -Freeze coloured water into ice cubes, then hide them around the yard for a  
wintertime scavenger hunt. 
Frosty Toss -Have a snowball-throwing contest! Make a target by creating a bright circle  
in the snow with coloured water in a squirt bottle. 
Sugar Daddy -Give your friendly snowman a candy-coated makeover with licorice, lollipops, and gummies. 
Build a Fort -Build a fort. Use sand buckets, loaf pans, and cut-up empty milk cartons to make a cool snow 
castle. 

Go Tubing -Beach toys aren't just for sand. Have your kids sit in inner tubes and then race to 
the finish line using just their feet. 
Swing Away -Make a golf course by packing down a section of snow every few feet. Bury tin 
cans halfway down in the snow to create holes, and mark them with mini flagsticks. 
Pin the Smile on the Snowman -Pass out chocolate cookies, then blindfold each child and 
let him try to get the mouth, eyes, and buttons in place. 
Practice Your Pitch -Paint a bull's-eye target on a piece of cardboard, giving each coloured 
ring a point value. Attach it to a tree, and keep score as the kids try to hit the target with 
snowballs. 

Walk this way -Have your kids follow your lead as you move like different animals: Waddle like a penguin, 
stomp like a bear, and wiggle like a fish. 
Create a maze -Put on your hiking boots and stamp out a path for your kids to follow. 
Plan a scavenger hunt -Hide an apple in a mound of snow so that a little bit peeks out. Give the kids silly 
directions to follow as they search for it. 

Play freeze tag -Can you think of a more appropriate game for a chilly day? Once someone's  
tagged by the person who's "It," he has to stay frozen until another player tags him again. 
Make faces -Use handfuls of packed snow to create funny characters on a tree trunk. 
Derived from ‘Parents’ Magazine.    



 

Early Literacy 

Family Literacy 
Fun! TALK 

• Go for a walk as a family and talk 
about what you see 

• Talk to your child about what you’re 
doing. Example: “First I’m going to 
chop the onions, then I will add the 
tomatoes” 

• A car ride is the perfect opportunity 
to practice literacy. Read signs, 
billboards and license plates 
together, or count the number of 
yellow cars 

SING 
• Sing songs and nursery rhymes while 

getting dressed, eating, driving and getting 
ready for bed 

• * Singing encourages learning patterns of 
words, rhymes and rhythms, and is 
strongly connected to language skills. 

READ 
• Make reading together a special activity. 

Make some hot chocolate, cuddle up and 
read together!  

• Fill a scrapbook with pictures of a family 
event 

• Children follow by example, so ensure 
reading is part of your daily life too! 

WRITE 
• Let your child try to dress and feed 

themselves. They are working on 
developing fine motor skills 

• Give your child materials to scribble, 
paint and draw 

• Write a few words to describe their 
drawing. This is a great way to model 
writing for them! 

PLAY 
• Play counting games. Example: "Can you 

get THREE spoons from the drawer, 
please? 

• Participate in your child’s play. If your 
child is pretending to cook you dinner, 
go along with it, and ask questions or 
make special requests. 

www.countyofrenfrewelcc
 



 

 

 

 

Madawaska	Valley:	
Public	Skating	at	the	Paul	J	Yakabuski	
Community Centre $2.00/person: Saturdays	
from	2‐4	pm	and			Sundays	from	2	–	3	pm		
	

Free	‐	Outdoor	Skating,	
open	weather	permitting		

Pembroke	&	Area:	
	
Mondays,	Wednesdays	and	
Fridays‐Public	skate	at	the	
Pembroke	Memorial	Centre	
(PMC).	Adults	and	Seniors	
Skate:	10:00	‐	11:00	am	
Parents	and	Tots	Skate:	
11:00	‐	noon		

Eganville	&	Area:	
	

January	4th‐Public	Skating	(7:00‐8:15	pm)	
	
January	10th‐	Old	Sled	Show	(Eganville	
Snodrifters	Clubhouse)	
 

Renfrew	&	Area:	
	

January	23‐25th‐	Frewfest	2015,	Renfrew	
Winter	Carnival	at	Ma‐Te‐Way	park	
	
Saturdays‐	Calaboagie	peaks	Winter	Blues	
Series	
 

Petawawa	&	Area:	
	
By	January	10th‐	Snow	creation	contest	(Cabin	
Fever)	
January	11th‐	KI	Pembroke	FREE	family	skate	
(civic	centre)		
January	12th‐Family	Movie	on	the	Big	Screen	
(Civic	Centre)	
January	15th‐	Glowstick	Free	Skate	(Civic	
Centre)	

Deep	River	&	Area:	
	
January	2nd	1:00‐2:00	pm,	6:30‐8:00	pm;	
January	3rd	3:30‐5:00	pm;	January	4th	3:30‐5:00	
pm‐	Holiday	Swim	(Deep	River	Community	
Pool)	

January	2nd‐	11:10am‐12:00	pm‐	Public	Skate	

Arnprior	&	Area:	
	
January	15th‐17th	–	Optimist	Winter	Carnival	
(Nick	Smith	Centre)	
	
January	24th‐	White	Lake	Village	Monthly	
Market	and	Social	
	
 

Do you have a Community Event, Workshop, or Early Childhood Educator you would like 
featured in our newsletter?  Email your ideas to tmathieson@countyofrenfrew.on.ca



January Family Literacy Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 
 Happy New 

Year! 

 

Visit your library 
playgroup today!  

Make up a 
song about 

the new year. 
Sing it with 
your family. 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Go outside and 
build a creature 

out of snow. 
Don’t forget to 
make the face! 

Make real snow 
cones!  

 

Look through a 
magazine pointing 

out pictures of 
people and objects. 

 
 
 

Use spray bottles to 
paint forms in the 

snow.  

Bubble Bath Day! 
Add some alphabet 

letters to the 
bathtub, name the 
letters & sounds 

while playing. 

Enjoy a cup of hot 
chocolate while you 
read your 
 favourite  
book.  

Visit your 
local 

library!  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Go for a nature 
walk and talk 
about winter.  

Draw and cut out 
different sized circles 
(you may need some 
help from an adult) 
and arrange from 

smallest to largest. 

Make a toilet tube 
bird feeder. Use a 
toilet tube, spread 
on peanut butter  

and roll in bird seed/ 
cereal then hang it 
on tree with ribbon. 

Look at pictures 
in a book and 
talk about the 
story without 
reading the 

words. 

National Hat Day! 
Make a hat with 

items around the 
house. 

 
 

Sing “You are my 
Sunshine, my only 

sunshine”.  

Spell your 
name 
using 

cooked 
spaghetti. 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Visit your local 

book tree! 
Make a winter tree 

craft out of sticks and 
cotton balls on paper. 

 
 
 

During bath time say –
One little, two little, three 
little bubbles Four little , 

five little, six little bubbles 
Seven little, eight little, 

nine little bubbles Ten little 
bubbles go pop,pop,pop! 

Make puppets out 
of old socks. 

 

Look through the 
grocery store flyers 

and name the 
vegetable/letter that 
each vegetable starts 

with. 

Use the flyers to cut 
from to make a 
collage of your 
favourite  
foods.  

Make a 
grocery list 

and go 
shopping. 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Take a 

counting 
walk. Pick 

something to 
count (cars, 
trees, signs) 

Read a winter 
story!  

 
 
 

Family 
Literacy 
Day! 

Ernie’s Birthday!  
Sing one of Ernie’s 

favourite songs 
(Rubber Duckie).  

National Puzzle 
Day!  

Do some fun 
exercises; jumping 

jacks, touching toes, 
dance, jump up and 
down, wiggle and 

shake. 

Hide a special 
treat and have 
clues to find it 

(have a 
scavenger hunt) 

http://www.momtastic.com/diy/175483-winter-bird-feeder-craft/
http://www.redtedart.com/2013/01/23/the-four-seasons-winter-craft/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=children's+winter+story+picture&qs=n&form=QBIRMH&pq=children's+winter+story+picture&sc=0-18&sp=-1&sk=
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=winter+nature+walk+picture&qs=n&form=QBIRMH&pq=winter+nature+walk+picture&sc=0-21&sp=-1&sk=
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=priorpalooza&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oFZyDOYhf39KBM&tbnid=A8COnbIQr0CRDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.emcarnprior.ca/20121101/news/Entertainers+sought+for+first+Priorpalooza&ei=kXGjUZvkNNOeqQGyzoDQBw&bvm=bv.47008514,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEa_uD_Q0UfbMfk9P8qd9Pi7CVAlw&ust=1369752327373630
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=priorpalooza&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oFZyDOYhf39KBM&tbnid=A8COnbIQr0CRDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.emcarnprior.ca/20121101/news/Entertainers+sought+for+first+Priorpalooza&ei=kXGjUZvkNNOeqQGyzoDQBw&bvm=bv.47008514,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEa_uD_Q0UfbMfk9P8qd9Pi7CVAlw&ust=1369752327373630

