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Who we are: 
County of Renfrew Child Care Services provide funding for 
Special Needs Resourcing Services and Fee Subsidy which 
are available to children who live in Renfrew County and are 
enrolled in licensed childcare  
facilities. 
 
What we do: 
Fee subsidy is full or partial payment of licensed child care 
fees according to the income of a caregiver/parent.  
 
Special Needs Resourcing supports children who have a 
diagnosed cognitive, physical or behavioural concern that 
limits their ability to partake in activities related to normal 
living.  
 
Special Needs Resourcing Funds provide support for 
enhanced child care staffing, resource materials, workshops 
and direct intervention planning and implementation 
planning in licensed child care centres which includes 
Nursery Schools, Daycares and Licensed Family Homes. 
 

Our Location: 
County of Renfrew Child Care Services 

545 Pembroke Street West 
Pembroke, ON K8A 5P2 

Tel: 613-732-4100 
Toll Free: 1-866-561-7679 

Fax: 613-732-4437 

 
http://www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca/departments/social-

services/child-care/ 
 

 

SSSeeepppttteeemmmbbbeeerrr   222000111666   

PPPaaarrreeennnttt   NNNeeewwwsss   
 

   

CCCooouuunnntttyyy   ooofff   RRReeennnfffrrreeewww   CCChhhiiilllddd   CCCaaarrreee   DDDiiivvviiisssiiiooonnn   
“““HHHeeelllpppiiinnnggg   tttooo   MMMaaakkkeee   RRReeennnfffrrreeewww   CCCooouuunnntttyyy   ttthhheee   BBBeeesssttt   PPPlllaaaccceee   tttooo   RRRaaaiiissseee   aaa   CCChhhiiilllddd”””   

http://www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca/departments/social-services/child-care/
http://www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca/departments/social-services/child-care/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/County-of-Renfrew-Child-Care-Services/259499330824156


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

Is your child preparing to start 

attending daycare for the first 

time? Check out the Ministry of 

Education website below for 

some tips to get your child 

ready. 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/ho

w-prepare-your-child-child-

care 

Super Yummy Strawberry Chia Fruit Leather Recipe 
 

Ingredients 

 5 cup – strawberries 

 2 tablespoon – chia seeds 

Directions 

 Preheat the oven to 200 degrees F. Line a baking sheet with a silpat or silicone mat. 

 Wash and dry the strawberries. Remove the stems and roughly chop. Place into a blender and 

puree until smooth. Add the chia seeds and pulse to combine. 

 Pour the mixture onto the mat and use a spatula to spread evenly to about 1/4-inch thick. Make 

sure that the mixture does not get thinner at the edges since they will cook faster than the 

interior. You may need to work in batches depending on the size of your baking sheet and 

silpat. 

 Bake for 3-4 hours or until the mixture has dried completely. (Check it starting at 3 hours.) 

 When done, cut with scissors into strips and store in a zip top plastic bag or an airtight 

container. 

 Store up to 1 month 

http://www.superhealthykids.com/super-yummy-strawberry-chia-fruit-leather/ 

Q. What did the calculator say to the other calculator? 

A. "You can count on me!" 

Q. What is a chalkboard's favorite drink?  

A. hot chalk-olate! 

 

“Is your child about to enter 

kindergarten? This document sets 

out what four- and five-year-

olds across the province will 

learn in Ontario’s two-year 

kindergarten program and how 

educators will help your child 

learn through play and inquiry.” 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/kinderga

rten-program-

2016?_ga=1.193662820.812762609.14718

93138 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
 

 
 

 

 

Literacy Sessions/Workshops 
 

Sept. 6/16 –Discovery Café (Professional’s 
Learning Book Club), St. Francis of Assissi 

Sept. 7/16 –Infant Literacy, (session 2) 
Killaloe Community Resource Centre 

Sept. 21/16 –Brain Development, (Private 
Home Day Care Providers) Petawawa South 
Side 

Sept. 23/16 –Brain Development,             
Deep River Public Library 

Sept. 27/16 –Lunch & Learn (parent session) 
Elder’s Lodge, Pikwakanagan 

Do your children love sensory 

activities, but you’re tired of making 

Playdough? 

Try Cloud Dough instead! (Also known as 

Cloud Dough or Moon Sand) It’s super easy 

to make, your children will love it, and it’s 

only two ingredients! 

What you need: 

1 cup of baby oil 

8 cups of flour  

What you do: 

Mix together the flour and baby oil, and 

that’s it!  

http://happyhooligans.ca/cloud-dough/ 

Will your child be riding the bus?  
Check out  

http://www.onthebus.ca/en/index.asp 
for updates and other information 

regarding busing! 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Is your child starting 
school in September for 

the first time? 
Make sure you find out what 

their schedule is for the first few 
weeks. Some schools start full 
time the first day, and some 

have a staggered entry for their 
Junior Kindergarten classes! 

Zip-a-dee-do-dah First Day of 

School! 

Zip-a-dee-do-dah, Zip-a-dee-ay. 

I’m excited because it’s my first day! 

I’m gonna learn and I’m gonna play! 

Zip-a-dee-do-dah, Zip-a-dee-ay! 

 

It’s time for us to go, now. 

We’re gonna ride the school bus 

Our new teacher’s waiting for us! 

 

Zip-a-dee-do-dah, Zip-a-dee-ay 

Wondeful feeling, on my first day! 

http://thestorytellingsub.blogspot.ca/2010_08

_01_archive.html 

http://www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca/
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Free, educational handouts for teachers and parents*

Handy Handouts®

Six Early Literacy Skills Predict Reading and Writing Success 
        by Becky L. Spivey, M.Ed.

Early literacy is everything children should know about reading 
and writing before they can actually read or write. Literacy skills 
begin developing in the first 5 years of life with a toddler holding and 
chewing on a book, to wanting a favorite book read over and over, to 
becoming a preschooler or kindergartner who loves to “read” a story 
to you from memory.

According to research performed by the National Reading Panel and other experts, young 
children entering school with specific early literacy skills have the greatest opportunity to become 
successful readers and writers. Early literacy skills include Vocabulary, Print Motivation, Print 
Awareness, Narrative Skills, Letter Knowledge, and Phonological Awareness. These important 
foundational skills are the building blocks for learning to read and write. Children having been 
exposed to, or having most of these skills, will benefit more from the reading instruction they 
receive when entering kindergarten than the child with fewer skills or no exposure at all.

Some parents think their child’s success in reading and writing depends on getting the 
“right” first grade teacher, but his/her success really depends on how much he/she learns at 
home about reading and writing before entering school. Early experiences with books and 
language are most critical for future success in literacy. Parents must be responsible for providing  
experiences at home that promote the following skills: 

•	 Print Motivation — is taking an interest in and enjoying books. A child with print 
motivation loves being read to, plays with books, and pretends to write. Trips to the 
library are fun, motivational, and FREE! Exchange books with other parents with children 
of your child’s age. Encourage print motivation in your child by making reading a special 
shared time with you. Make books accessible to your child. Let your child see you enjoying 
reading. Talk to your child about how we use reading and/or writing almost every minute 
of the day.       

•	 Vocabulary — (knowing the names of things) is the most important skill for children 
to have when learning to read. By the time your child enters school, he/she should 
know between 3,000-5,000 words. Help develop your child’s vocabulary by reading and 
rereading a variety of books (fiction and nonfiction) and teaching the names of all the 
objects in your child’s world.

•	 Print Awareness — is a child’s ability to point to the words on the page of a book. It 
includes learning that writing (in English) follows rules: print moves top to bottom and 
left to right, and that the person reading is someone that knows what all the letters and 
words say. Point out and read words to your child everywhere you see them: on signs, 
advertisements, labels, stores, candies, products, etc. 

•	 Narrative Skills — help a child understand and tell a story and describe things, like what 
happened at a birthday party or about a trip to Grandma’s. Parents can help strengthen 
their child’s narrative skills by asking him/her to tell what is happening in a story or book, 
instead of always listening to you read. Ask your child to tell you about things he/she has 
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done or will do that involve a regular sequence of steps: getting 
ready for school, what your family did/will do on vacation, how 
to play a particular game, etc.  

•	 Letter Knowledge — is the ability to recognize and name 
letters (upper and lower case) and produce the sounds they 
make. Develop your child’s letter knowledge by using lots of 
fun reading and/or writing activities: pointing out and naming 
letters in a book, on a sign or on a label; drawing letters in sand or shaving cream; 
painting letters on paper with brushes, etc. Talk about letters and how some are similar 
in shape (l, H, F, E, and T or W, M, N, V). Teach the child how to write the letters in his/her 
name (one letter at a time) when he/she begins using a crayon to draw or “write”. As your 
child learns each letter, have him/her practice producing the sound the letter makes.    

•	 Phonological Awareness — is an understanding of hearing and manipulating sounds in 
words. Phonological awareness includes the ability to hear and create rhymes (bat, cat, 
gnat, hat, mat, and sat), say words with sounds left out (bat without b is at), and put 
two word chunks together to make a word (fl + at = flat). Most often, children having 
difficulty with phonological awareness have trouble learning to read. An understanding 
of phonological awareness begins with a child’s exposure to and practice with the 
previous five steps. Phonological awareness is one of the final steps in preparing children 
for actual reading instruction that begins in kindergarten. 
 

     References 
 
Arnold, Renea and Colburn, Nell. 2008. School Library Journal. The (really) big six: early literacy skills. Retrieved 
January, 2013, from http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6610494.html. 
 
Preliteracy skills prepare youngsters for success.  
http://www.bpcsd.org/Community/ParentCorner/Pdf/preschoolspring.pdf 
 
Colorado Libraries for Early Literacy. 2011. The six early literacy skills. Retrieved January 2013. 
http://clel.org/content/six-early-literacy-skills-0 .

Helpful Products
The list of Super Duper® products below may be helpful when working with children who have special 

needs. Visit www.superduperinc.com and type in the item name or number in our search engine. Click the links 
below to see the product descriptions.

More FREE Handy Handouts®, go to www.handyhandouts.com

*Handy Handouts® are for classroom and personal use only. Any commercial use is strictly prohibited.

Have You Ever?  
Item# BKV-99 

Vocabulary  Bingo  
Item# BGO-22 

All About You, All About Me  
Item# FD-80 
 

 
Super Duper StoryMaker iPad App 

Early Rhyming   
Item# SAS-44 

Busy Baby Describing Cards  
Item# FD-10

http://www.handyhandouts.com
http://www.superduperinc.com
http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6610494.html
http://www.bpcsd.org/Community/ParentCorner/Pdf/preschoolspring.pdf
http://clel.org/content/six-early-literacy-skills-0
http://www.superduperinc.com
http://www.handyhandouts.com
http://www.superduperinc.com/products/view.aspx?pid=bkv99&utm_source=handout&utm_medium=webdisplay&utm_content=Related%2BProducts&utm_campaign=Handout%2B%23378
http://www.superduperinc.com/products/view.aspx?pid=bgo22&utm_source=handout&utm_medium=webdisplay&utm_content=Related%2BProducts&utm_campaign=Handout%2B%23378
http://www.superduperinc.com/products/view.aspx?pid=fd80&utm_source=handout&utm_medium=webdisplay&utm_content=Related%2BProducts&utm_campaign=Handout%2B%23378
http://www.superduperinc.com/products/view.aspx?pid=sas44&utm_source=handout&utm_medium=webdisplay&utm_content=Related%2BProducts&utm_campaign=Handout%2B%23378
http://www.superduperinc.com/products/view.aspx?pid=fd10&utm_source=handout&utm_medium=webdisplay&utm_content=Related%2BProducts&utm_campaign=Handout%2B%23378


 

 

Community Event Websites: 
Looking for some fun activities for your family? Check out your local events websites to see what’s going on near you! 

http://www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca/news-events/calendar-of-events/ 
http://www.petawawa.ca/index.php/festival-and-events 

http://www.star96.ca/Event/listings.aspx 
http://www.petawawapubliclibrary.ca/event-calendar2.php 

http://www.pembroke.ca/special-events/ 
http://www.thedailyobserver.ca/events 

http://www.ottawavalley.travel/Events_and_Festivals.html 
http://arnprior.ca/live/calendar/ 

http://arnpriortoday.ca/default.asp?pid=41284 
http://www.renfrewontario.ca/wp/ 

http://www.algonquineast.com/ 
Also, don’t forget to check with your local libraries, Ontario Early Years and other community agencies for events that 

they may have planned! 
 
 
 Do you have a Community Event, Workshop, or Early Childhood Educator you would like featured in our newsletter?  Email your 

ideas to tmathieson@countyofrenfrew.on.ca 

http://www.countyofrenfrew.on.ca/news-events/calendar-of-events/
http://www.petawawa.ca/index.php/festival-and-events
http://www.star96.ca/Event/listings.aspx
http://www.petawawapubliclibrary.ca/event-calendar2.php
http://www.pembroke.ca/special-events/
http://www.thedailyobserver.ca/events
http://www.ottawavalley.travel/Events_and_Festivals.html
http://arnprior.ca/live/calendar/
http://arnpriortoday.ca/default.asp?pid=41284
http://www.renfrewontario.ca/wp/
http://www.algonquineast.com/
mailto:tmathieson@countyofrenfrew.on.ca


September Family Literacy Activity Calendar 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 

 What day is this? 
Talk about the 
new month and 

days of the week. 

Collect nature 
items while on a 
walk to make 
name art.  

Go to the library 
to pick out 

books to read 
over the next 
few weeks. 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Sing the ‘BINGO’ 
song together. 

Clifford the Bid 
Red Dog’s 
Birthday 
 

 
Read a Book Day 

Pick your favourite 
book to read today! 

Make a  
Bear  
paper 
bag  
puppet. 

Use a recipe to 
measure out 

ingredients to 
make your 

favourite baked 
treat. 

Teddy Bear Day! 
Have a picnic with your 
favourite teddy bear. 

Make a 

creative card 

for 

grandparents 

Day.  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Grandparent’s 
Day!   

Make a special 
treat and enjoy it 

with your 
grandparents. 

Talk about the letter 
‘A’, what it looks like, 
and the sound that it 

makes. Find items that 
start with this letter 
emphasizing the 
beginning sound. 

Make an apple print 
painting. 
Talk  
about the 
inside of  
an apple. 

Cut up a few 
different kinds of 
apples and talk 
about the 
difference  
between  
them as you eat. 

Make a Hat Day  
 

 
Make a grocery 
list together and 
follow it as you 
are shopping. 

Make a 

reading fort 

from 

blankets and 

read with 

someone 

inside. 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Dance to 

different music 
today (ex. 

Reggae) and 
talk about the 
music/sounds. 

Make playdough and 
create some of the 
letters of the alphabet 
with a family member.  
 
 

Phone a friend or 
family member and 
sing the ABC song 

with them. 

Read a story 
during  
bath  
time  
tonight.  

It is the first day of 

fall. Take a nature 

walk and talk 

about what you 

see and smell. 

Make leaf prints with 
colours of paint and 

talk about the 
colours. 

Go to the 
library and pick 
out some books 
about the fall to 
read at home. 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Play I Spy 
outside with a 

magnifying 
glass. Talk about 
the colours and 
shapes you see.            

Stack and make 
patterns  
with  
blocks.  

 
 

 
Go around the 

house and name 
all the red objects 

you see. 

Make paper plate 

stop and go cards 

with red and green 

paint.  

Play Red Light,  
Green Light’  
outside with  
your  
family/friends. 

Hide objects or 
pictures around 
the house, then 

give a clue about 
the object to find. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj514qmkN_OAhXFlh4KHdBWB1kQjRwIBw&url=http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/unit/clifford-big-red-dog&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEwXyJCqDbt59QxcvR0okFtB7oaYQ&ust=1472302476490013
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwil1MbhkN_OAhVEbB4KHcKxD50QjRwIBw&url=https://www.childcareland.com/home/apple-print-trees&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHMg-aTKremtQnr4fkRQOyhW406Hw&ust=1472302567723155
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiwmO7Kkd_OAhVGkx4KHfTRCtUQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/nature-crafts/&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEYiDyPOboO_uTn0-gdYVS5b72O2Q&ust=1472302820009831
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiqzoSDk9_OAhVGox4KHes_DsAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.wiikends.com/attractive-grandparents-day-clinton-cards/&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNEIwjB0al_7XaT4YZTb8ksQPdU6JA&ust=1472303094453863
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj077XAmt_OAhVEVh4KHebqDHMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.craftymorning.com/paper-bag-bear-puppet-kids-make/&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNExxvTovGJ7Je94f0L9RzEvGXsn6g&ust=1472305218574593
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlhtKZm9_OAhXHHB4KHV9LCpAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.avonvalley.co.uk/news/view/teddy-bears-picnic&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHSrQYDm4dpHRRaLoGp8DN2PSBPBw&ust=1472305401083600
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGl86Gnd_OAhWI2R4KHUhlBQwQjRwIBw&url=http://modernpreschool.com/baking-apple-muffins-with-kids/&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFh-ECqdhEwNFiU9KpE9pFsmjRryA&ust=1472305891741278
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjqo_GOoN_OAhWK1x4KHcv0CfUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wickeduncle.co.uk/childrens-presents/my-friend-emily-bathtime-story-set&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNHI_afW03lAmc0CFISfQhB0JXwE8A&ust=1472306725829561
http://cincinnatifamilymagazine.com/age-by-age
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj76Zico9_OAhVIpB4KHRHOAzoQjRwIBw&url=https://prezi.com/jrx4sklgn8or/play-doh/&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFLdtNX5tkd3Jt4Mbp26l-lUxxyEA&ust=1472307538543401
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjT1_6GpN_OAhVIlx4KHfMwBVoQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/bonfire50/kids/&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNGExh4dzebyc8XPmowEcr2q86uNUg&ust=1472307770566649
http://icebreakerideas.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Playing-Red-Light-Green-Light-Outside-e1442814030304.jpg
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=priorpalooza&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oFZyDOYhf39KBM&tbnid=A8COnbIQr0CRDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.emcarnprior.ca/20121101/news/Entertainers+sought+for+first+Priorpalooza&ei=kXGjUZvkNNOeqQGyzoDQBw&bvm=bv.47008514,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEa_uD_Q0UfbMfk9P8qd9Pi7CVAlw&ust=1369752327373630
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=priorpalooza&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oFZyDOYhf39KBM&tbnid=A8COnbIQr0CRDM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.emcarnprior.ca/20121101/news/Entertainers+sought+for+first+Priorpalooza&ei=kXGjUZvkNNOeqQGyzoDQBw&bvm=bv.47008514,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEa_uD_Q0UfbMfk9P8qd9Pi7CVAlw&ust=1369752327373630
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjM9OaKj9_OAhXF0h4KHUbYDI0QjRwIBw&url=http://biospherehere.org.uk/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/&psig=AFQjCNE7C7j_h-7QyeaUoDV-mCE9QAqwuw&ust=1472302122947445
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjDz7aclt_OAhWH9h4KHU2oAJUQjRwIBw&url=https://awesomestorytime.wordpress.com/2010/04/07/hats/&bvm=bv.130731782,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNF8tZ3UiDHmzTkF8DvOpcgQZthf1g&ust=1472304034406169
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjv8XQqt_OAhVHrB4KHXySAv0QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/144889312984735492/&bvm=bv.130731782,bs.1,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNGlLpox-goKQisaApsOCC7eMKUkkA&ust=1472309527730312

